
 

Granborough Neighbourhood Plan (GNP) 

NEWS UPDATE January 2021 

Dear Granborough Residents, 

As you are aware, on behalf of the Granborough Parish Council (GPC), and following 
official Government guidance, we have been working to create the Granborough 
Neighbourhood Plan (GNP).   

You may also know that progress with this work has been, and will continue to be, slowed 
down by the on-going COVID-related restrictions on movement and meetings. 

This leaflet is by way of updating you on progress with the GNP and what happens next.  

 

What happens next? 

 

How it will work 

 The Pre-submission consultation is a requirement under the 2012 Neighbourhood 
Planning Regulations. 

 ‘Stakeholders’ include local people, landowners, community organisations, utility 
suppliers and businesses in the Parish.  

 It is important that local people and organisations can ask questions and can 
comment on the Draft Plan during this consultation. To this end, all will have access 
to a copy of the Draft Plan and will be invited to make formal comment, in writing, 
on any of its content. 

 The written comments will be assessed and discussed by the Steering Group, who 
will then make any changes to the Draft Plan before submitting it to 
Buckinghamshire Council for examination. 

 The Steering Group looks forward to hearing from you during the consultation, 
which will be for a period of six weeks.   

  

The Steering Group is pleased to announce that a Draft Granborough 
Neighbourhood Plan has now been compiled. 

The Draft Plan has been endorsed by the GPC and has also been submitted to 
Buckinghamshire Council for confirmation that it complies with all the relevant 

statutory requirements. 

The immediate next step is to consult with all residents and other stakeholders to 
gain comments on the Draft Plan, following which, changes may be made prior to  

submission of the Plan to Buckinghamshire Council. 

This is called the ‘Pre-submission consultation’.  



 

After that 

After examination of the Draft Plan by Buckinghamshire Council, and following any 
further changes, the Final Plan will be subject to a referendum of all Granborough 
residents.  

How COVID restrictions is affecting progress 

Having completed the Draft Plan, the pre-submission consultation was planned to 
commence early in 2021. 

However: 

The Government had already decreed, early in 2020, that no referenda on 
Neighbourhood Plans can take place before May 2021 at the earliest.  Furthermore, in 
light of the widespread ‘Tier 4’ lockdowns across the Country, we think that this delay is 
likely to be extended.  

Also, whilst it is theoretically feasible to carry out the pre-submission consultation by 
COVID-safe procedures, such as by using on-line and telephone communications, the 
Steering Group understands that many residents would prefer to view and comment on 
the Draft Plan in a more open manner, ideally through one or more public meetings. In 
this way a two-way exchange of views may be aired.  

 

Thank You! 

To contact a member of the Steering Group (Steve Slater, John Thorogood, Philip 
Oakland, David Smedley, John Piddington, David Morris, Nick Fenwick, Paul Sutton, and 

Tors Firth) please e-mail to: clerk@granborough.org 

In light of the foregoing, the Steering Group has decided to defer the launch of the 
consultation process until it is safe and practical to distribute the documentation 

and to hold open consultation meetings. 

We are keen to move to this important next step.  We have a consultation roll-out 
programme in place, and ready to launch as soon as possible, and will keep you 

updated as to when this can safely happen. 

mailto:clerk@granborough.org

