

		Granborough Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting of Granborough Parish Council
held in the Village Hall on Tuesday 12th November 2024
Attendees: 	Cllr Anderson, Cllr Ellerton, Cllr Fenwick (Chair), Cllr Oakland, Cllr Smedley, Cllr Watson, Clerk Lisa Prior, and six members of the public
Apologies; Council accepted apologies from Cllr de Niese due to personal commitments. Buckinghamshire’s Cllr Stanier and Cllr Chilver also sent apologies.
Open Forum for Parishioners; The following comments were made:
Concerns were raised on the planning application, land adj. 4 Winslow Road. We were informed that discussions are underway with the land owner and his agent to amend planning application 24/03223/APP. The current plans do not adequately show the impact on 22 Winslow Road, where the proposed building would block windows and reach a height comparable to a two-story building despite being labelled a "bungalow." The agent has agreed to update the relevant drawings to better reflect these impacts. The residents wanted to reiterate that they have no objections to the development; in fact, they are in support of it but just not as it currently stands.
Concerns were raised in regards to privacy issues with plot 5 and 22 and 24 Winslow Road.
A resident expressed his pleasure at the successful appeal for use of his land adjacent to 64 Winslow Road, and he looked forward to living in the village.
Interests: Cllr. Fenwick declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 136 of the agenda, concerning the planning application for the land adjacent to 4 Winslow Road. 
Item 136 was brought forward at this point, then 136b, after which the agenda order resumed.
Minutes; Resolved: To approve the minutes from the 21st October 2024 as an accurate record, with one correction noted regarding an error on the finance page. On item 115d.v, the figure has been updated from £76 to £276.00 for donations to utilities.
Finance;
Resolved: Accepted the accounts for October 2024,
Ratified: Payments 73 to 81 inclusive, as detailed in Appendix A.
Resolved: To set a budget for 2025/2026. A meeting be arranged with retired Clerk Victoria Firth, Clerk Lisa Prior, Cllr Oakland, and Cllr Smedley to finalize the budget. Particularly focusing on the cost of the playground maintenance, meadow maintenance, donations, MVAS, Play Area project and defibrillator. Action: Clerk to coordinate the meeting.
Resolved; Play area surface matting needs replacement as a priority. Action: Clerk to source suppliers for quotes and determine the original installer.
Ratified; Coronation Meadow Rent for 2025/2026 at £434.50.
  Resolved: The cost of a new defibrillator is £1,020. Before purchasing, Clerk will inquire about extending the warranty on the current unit and available servicing options. Action: Clerk to contact supplier.
Ratified; Approved the £396.00 quote for replacing the lower pond fence. Action: Cllr. Ellerton to instruct Robert Kemp to carry out the work.
Resolved; Investigate costs for replacing the MVAS unit Action: Clerk to research alternative suppliers.
  Resolved; The SSE contract ends April 2025; alternative suppliers will be considered early next year.
Planning:  
Resolved; To agree a response of no objections to application 24/03167/APP at The Old Byre, Green Road for single storey rear extension and alterations to window and door openings.
Resolved: Cllr Smedley to draft a response to Buckinghamshire Council regarding the application 24/03223/APP at land adj. 4 Winslow Road. Action: Submit response by 21st November 2024. 
Resolved; The details of the successful appeals by the owner of Stately Stables are on the website.
Planning Actions including enforcement issues; None.
Bess, Rosefield, National Grid & Statkraft Updates; 
 Parish Councillors agreed on a response to Rosefield, covering the following points:
i. The proposed solar farm. The Granborough Parish Council (GPC) acknowledges that Rosefield Solar Farm (RSF) has reduced the planned solar panel area from 448 to 279 hectares and increased the distance from Botolph Claydon village. However, GPC opposes the proposal due to its impact on 279 hectares of agricultural land and the rural landscape’s visual character, which remains altered and too close to nearby properties. Although RSF has designated additional land for nature, GPC is concerned about the potential loss of long-established natural landscapes. The project’s design remains unfinished, limiting GPC’s ability to assess its true impact. GPC is also troubled by the lack of specific details on the RSF substation, which may include structures up to 15 meters high, visible from a distance, without a clear plan for screening.
ii. The proposed BESS linked to the solar farm. The Granborough Parish Council (GPC) opposes the inclusion of a 500 MW Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) in the Rosefield Solar Farm (RSF) project, citing a lack of justification for its necessity, particularly given its proximity to another proposed 500 MW BESS by Statera. With the final placement and technology of RSF’s BESS dependent on future National Grid developments, GPC is concerned that accurate assessment is challenging and that the eventual design may vary. GPC’s prior objections to the Statera BESS centred on fire risk and potential harm to public health, biodiversity, and water quality. Adding another high-capacity BESS nearby would only heighten these environmental and safety concerns.
iii. The cumulative impact. The Granborough Parish Council (GPC) believes that assessing the Rosefield Solar Farm (RSF) proposal and other nearby energy projects is difficult without a comprehensive review of their cumulative impact on north Buckinghamshire. The projects include the RSF and Statera 500 MW Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS), the East Claydon Green Energy Hubs, and multiple other solar farms and substation upgrades. GPC is concerned that, due to fragmented planning processes, these combined projects could result in significant industrialization, visual disruption, loss of farmland, and negative effects on the local environment and residents’ quality of life, especially during construction. They emphasize the need for an assessment of the compounded traffic and infrastructure impact, as construction overlaps are likely to increase heavy vehicle traffic, damaging local roads, as observed with the HS2 and East West Rail projects. GPC argues that any mitigation plans should account for impacts on the entire local road network, not just small sections. Ratified: The response to Rosefield was agreed and this is to be sent by Cllr Smedley.
Cllr Fenwick has spoken to Statera, and they believe the council is planning to determine the application at the Strategic Planning Committee on December 19th. They feel they have addressed the objections from the Environment Agency, though this has not been confirmed on the website yet. Cllr Fenwick also inquired about the connection contracts to the EC Substation, and was informed they have one in place, though the exact timeline was not mentioned. The contract does not impact the planning process. Action: Cllr Fenwick to draft a request to Bucks Council asking when the application might be considered, so that we can have the agenda (when available) on our website to inform residents.
Cllr Fenwick, Cllr Oakland, and Cllr Smedley attended the National Grid presentation on November 8th at East Claydon Village Hall, where they discussed plans to upgrade the local substation. The key points were:
iv. The project will increase the substation’s capacity four-fold and is expected to be operational by 2031.
v. The old substation will remain in operation until the new one is up and running, and only then will the old one be decommissioned.
vi. The new substation will use the same technology as the current one, but on a larger scale. It will not be gas-insulated, making it cheaper to build, though the footprint will be bigger.
vii. The National Grid does not believe they can connect Statera to the new substation until it is completed in 2031. They are unsure whether Statera will connect to the existing substation first and then must be reconnected.
viii. No signed contracts are in place for connections with other projects like Rosefield or Statkraft, but the new substation will have the capacity to accommodate them, along with potential future projects. They will replace an aging transmission line from Oxford to East Claydon but will not add new lines.
ix. The government aims to have a significantly expanded substation by 2031. National Grid confirmed they do not have contracts with all projects yet
x. The issue of flooding was raised and will be addressed in future discussions. There were also concerns about the lack of notification to Steeple Claydon residents and the short consultation period, which they felt should be longer to allow sufficient time for public engagement.
xi. The planning application for the new substation is expected to be submitted by the end of 2025, and Bucks Council will make the final decision. It was also suggested that future presentations be held at Granborough Village Hall due to poor acoustics at East Claydon.
Action: Cllr Fenwick will draft a letter to National Grid outlining GPC’s expectations, which can then be raised at the next meeting.
Buckinghamshire Council Updates; None due to absent Councillors.
Buckinghamshire Council: Highways, Footpaths & Footways
The following new issues were raised; 
xii. Resolved; Contact Buckinghamshire Council for flood marker signs at Green End.  Action: Cllr Fenwick to draft an email.
Updates on outstanding issues;
xiii. Salt Bin for Bates Close – Resolved; awaiting delivery this month.
xiv. Footpath sign at the end of Green Lane. Closed: Clerk reported the issue to Rights of Way and they have acknowledged receipt. 
Play Area; 
The following new issues were raised; none.
Updates on outstanding issues;
xv. Repairs to picnic bench. Resolved; To be deferred until the working group is together.
xvi. Surface Matting. Resolved:  Whilst it was noted that the play area surface matting could be patched up and maybe pinned down. It was decided this would be a tripping hazard and safety risk.  Therefore, it was agreed that the matting needs to be replaced. It was noted that Winslow Council recently had the matting replaced in their play area and that we could contact them and ask for information. Cllr Ellerton will ask if there is any possibility of obtaining a grant. Action: Clerk to contact Winslow Council for advice and investigate potential suppliers.
Biodiversity/Coronation Meadow;
The following updates were received for ongoing matters;
xvii. Water levels in Upper Pond Resolved: Cllr Ellerton is investigating the possibility of using a sealant to repair the leak.
xviii. Rails around bottom pond Ratified: Quote received and Cllr Ellerton will instruct the works to begin.
xix. Volunteer day for sown meadow maintenance Resolved: Cllr Ellerton will organise a date between now and spring.
The following new matters were reported;
xx. The meadow requires the grass cutting in the centre where the wild flowers are, as well as the outside of the paths. Action: Cllr Ellerton to obtain a quote. 
Street Lighting and Parish Council Assets
The following new issues were raised;
xxi. Street lighting: Marston Road. Light has now been repaired Closed. 
xxii. Flood Marker on Green Lane. Resolved: discussed earlier, see 139a.
Updates on outstanding issues; none
Phone Box Project. Resolved: GPC received an email from Karl, he asked that the project be included on January’s agenda. He is aiming to raise between £3000 and £6000, currently they have £752.00. They hope to complete the project by the summer of 2025. It was asked if the phone box could be added to our current insurance policy. It was also noted that the telephone box will need planning permission as it will not be a functional utility.
Devolved Services; Grass cutting complete. Perimeter clarification needed in spring. Action: Cllr Oakland to ensure contractor compliance.
Resilience Planning; No progress reported.
Website/Technology; 
The following new issues were raised;
xxiii. The Granborough portal needs updating with Lisa Prior details, Action: Cllr Watson to send an email to Cllr de Niese.
xxiv. Cllr Oakland is in the process of restoring his logging in capability to Unity Bank to facilitate payment authorisation. Resolved.
Updates on outstanding issues;
xxv. Village email group. Resolved: This is part of Resilience and will be picked up at the next meeting.
Outside Bodies; 
Meetings attended;
xxvi. National Grid Meeting 8/11 reviewed in section 137c.
Upcoming meetings and matters for discussion; none.
Plans, Structures and Consultations; 
Taxi Consultation Policy Ratified: Parish Council response agreed.
Items for the Next Agenda; Budget, precept, working group, play area matting and equipment survey.
To confirm the date of the next meeting; 10th December 2024. 
 	The meeting closed at 21.40.


Signed: ________________________________	 Date: __________________


Appendix A – Payments Ratified
Note: Invoices over £200 are checked and signed by two councillors.
	Ref
	Amount
	Expenditure
	VAT

	73
	£10.00
	BMKALC Membership – Bio Sem Course
	£0.00

	74
	£5.00
	Smarty Plan
	£0.00

	75
	£34.55
	Clerks Expenses October – V Firth
	£0.00

	75
	£185.00
	Clerks Back Pay
	£0.00

	76
	£197.77
	SSE Energy recalculation June – Aug
	£11.35

	77
	£37.00
	Employers NI Contribution October
	£0.00

	78
	£***.**
	Clerks Salary October
	£0.00

	79
	£607.98
	RTM #5000
	£101.33

	80
	£104.18
	Clerk Expenses October – L Prior
	£0.00

	81
	£5.40
	Monthly Bank Charges
	£0.00

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Appendix B – Planning Update
	Application
	Where
	Decision

	24/03223/APP
	Land Adj. 4 Winslow Road
	Pending Consideration

	24/03167/APP
	The Old Byre, Green End
	Awaiting Decision

	24/02546/APP
	12A Denham View
	Awaiting Decision

	23/03875/APP
	Rookery Farm, Hogshaw Road
	Awaiting Decision

	23/00214/APP
	20D Green End
	Awaiting Decision

	22/01260/APP
	The Crown Public House
	Awaiting Decision
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