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Granborough Village Hall was built in 1910 on land donated to the Village by Ralph Verney 

for the purpose of building a Parish Hall and Library.  

To quote from the original conveyance: 

‘The Trustees’ will hold the land and buildings hereby conveyed upon trust for the following purposes:- 

• For the purpose of a Parish Hall and Library to be used by all the Parishioners of Granborough of both sexes and 

all classes. 

• For the purpose of public and private meetings without preference of religion or politics. 

• For the purpose of concerts, games and other forms of recreation and social events to the advantage of the 

Parish generally. 

• The Management of the said premises shall be in the hands of a Committee of no less than eleven in number and 

the Trustees shall be ex officio members of such a Committee.” 

• The Committee should consist of the Vicar, Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Parish Council and any other 

Parishioners. 

The Hall is an interesting building with a first floor that originally housed a library and a Committee 

room. During the Second World War Evacuees were housed in the Hall. Since then the library has 

disappeared and the Hall has been extended and improved so that the upstairs is not used very often. 

However, it is well maintained like the rest of the Hall. The hall has recently undergone a full 

restoration. 
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The Trustees of Granborough Hall are as follows: 

 

Rev. Petra Elsmore – Vicar and Ex Officio Member 

Mr. David Smedley – Chairman and Ex Officio Member (PC) 

Mr. Philip Oakland – Vice Chairman and Ex Officio Member (PC) 

Mrs Emily D’Espaigne – Hon. Secretary 

Mr. Hugh D’Espaigne 

Mrs. Caryn Newton 

Mrs. Debbie Nicholson 

Mr. John Piddington – Hon. Treasurer 

Mrs. Ann Sear – Booking Secretary 

Mrs. Davina Thorogood 

  



GRANBOROUGH VILLAGE HALL 
 

 



GRANBOROUGH VILLAGE HALL 
 

FINAL COSTS OF THE REFURBISHMENT  

Building works and Insulation 30,444 

Timber Facia Renewal 33080 

Central Heating 11,988 

Electricals 5,196   

Glazing 1,700 

Toilets 4,932 

Scaffolding 4,746 

Decorating 12,580 

Revarnish Floors 1,270 

Chairs and Equipment 2,153 

Professional fees 6,840 

TOTAL COSTS 114,929 
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FUNDING OF THE REFURBISHMENT 

 

1. Grants from Outside Bodies      

ACRE 12,322 

FCC COMMUNITIES 39,966 

TESCO 1,000 

AYLESBURY VALE DC 1,661 

Total Grants 54,949 

2. Locally Funded 

Granborough Parish Council (since 2014) 14,600 

Donations and Events -  The  Granborough community 45,380 

Total Local Funding 59,980 

 

 TOTAL FUNDING 114,929 
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Repairs to damaged external rendering to prevent damp infiltration and complete external 

redecoration making it look as good as new. Double glazing replacements where needed and 

extensive new insulation to compliment the new oil-fired heating system, fully upgraded 

electrical system to comply with safety regulations, bringing the Village Hall back to good 

health, looking great, and prepared for use by residents and local clubs and organisations in 

the future. 
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Replacement of oak 

timbers to retain the 

structural integrity of 

the Village Hall and to 

ensure the safety of this 

building which was 

constructed in 1910. 

Full internal 

redecoration including 

new, upgraded toilet 

facilities and fully 

renovated kitchen. 
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CRAFTSMEN WHO WORKED ON THE REFURBISHMENT  

 

Mick Pearce  General building work, kitchen, toilets and insulation 

Frank Haynes  Internal and external decoration 

Simon Goss  Electrical installation 

Steve Gates  Central heating, hot water  and oil tank 

James Tattam  Joinery renewal and renovation 

Bainton Timber  Major timber works on front elevation 

Smashing Windows Double glazing renewal 
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Granborough Village Hall Reopening 

 

The village hall Trustees would like to thank some 50 residents for making our official 

reopening occasion so special. After 5 years and a total spend of £115K we celebrated 

the complete restoration of the 111 year old hall. Our Chairman, David Smedley spoke 

about the details of the work completed including the replacement of the front oak 

supports, insulation, installing central heating, updating the kitchen and toilets and 

complete redecoration. He acknowledged the good work carried out by mainly local 

craftsmen and the effort to raise funding by our Treasurer, John Piddington. Grants were 

received from ACRE, FCC Communities, Tesco and AVDC and Granborough PC but the 

community raised almost 50% of the monies received. Karl McWhirter gave a speech 

thanking residents for their support and contribution towards funding the project. He 

also thanked the Trustees who organised the total restoration. Karl then cut the ribbon 

and declared the hall officially reopened. 
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